Committee Objects to Withholding of Tillman Documents

Today Chairman Waxman and Ranking Minority Member Davis sent a letter to the White House
objecting to the withholding of documents related to the death of U.S. Army Corporal Patrick
Tillman, who was killed by friendly fire in Afghanistan in 2004. As a result of deficient responses
from both the White House and Defense Department, the Committee also announced an
August 1 hearing to examine what senior Defense Department officials knew about Corporal
Tillman’s death.

Following the Committee’s April 24, 2007, hearing on the Tillman fratricide, the Committee
wrote to White House Counsel Fred Fielding seeking “all documents received or generated by
any official in the Executive Office of the President” relating to Corporal Tillman’s death. The
White House Counsel’s office responded that it would not provide the Committee with
documents that “implicate Executive Branch confidentiality interests” and produced only two
communications with the officials in the Defense Department, one of which was a package of
news clippings. The response of the Defense Department to the Committee’s inquiry was also
deficient.

In response to the deficiencies in the White House and Defense Department productions,
Chairman Waxman and Ranking Member Davis today sent letters to White House Counsel Fred
Fielding and Defense Secretary Robert Gates requesting complete document production by
July 25, 2007. Chairman Waxman also wrote the Republican National Committee to request
communications about Corporal Tillman’s death by White House officials using e-mail accounts
controlled by the RNC.

In addition, the Oversight Committee announced that a hearing will be held on Wednesday,
August 1, 2007, to investigate what senior officials at the Defense Department knew about
Corporal Tillman’s death.

Documents and Links

- Letter to Secretary Gates

- Letter to White House Counsel Fred Fielding

- Letter to RNC Chairman Mike Duncan

- The White House's June 15 Response to Committee's Inquiry
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